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Happy new year to everyone and may 

your fly fishing experiences be the 

best. Last year was not easy for many 

veterinarians, but we had 4 very 

successful programs. Your support for 

IAFFV is greatly appreciated. There is 

a new Board of Directors and all of us 

are optimistic about the future of the 

association.  

Board Meeting 
The IAFFV was established December 

1998 as an IRS 501-C3 non-profit 

education association. Once every 3 

years, IAFFV Board of Directors meet 

face to face to discuss ways to enhance 

the association and ideas to improve 

the outstanding CE programs offered 

at fly fishing destinations.  Last 

month, the 4 nights and 3 day BOD 

meeting was held at Cliff Dwellers 

Lodge, Marble Canyon, AZ, February 

24 ï 28. Walt Weirich and I drove 

from Tucson and picked up Rich Forfa 

who had traveled from Atlanta to 

Flagstaff. Rich Burrows drove from 

his home in Kingman, AZ and was to 

meet Doug Andrews and Herb Brown 

who had flown from Portland, ME and 

Nashville, TN, respectively. 

Unfortunately, Doug missed his 

Phoenix connection to Flagstaff so he 

missed his ride with Rich and Herb. 

With no rental cars available, he was 

lucky to find a taxi @ $325 for the 2 

hour trip to Marble Canyon.   

 

The Association paid for 4 nights 

lodging and meals with all other costs, 

including fishing,  transportation, 

parking fees, taxi ride (Andrews) and 

time off from regular clinic practice 

were taken care of individually. 

Among the many actions decided at 

this meeting, we expanded the number 

of Directors from 5 to 6 and added the 

office of Recording Secretary.  

Directors and officers for the next 3 

years are: 

 

President: Dr. Don Sawyer 

Vice President: Dr. Doug Andrews 

Secretary/Treasurer: Dr. Walt Weirich 

Recording Secretary: Dr. Herb Brown 

Member at Large: Dr. Rich Burrows 

Member at Large: Dr. Rich Forfa 

Doug Andrews will continue as editor 

of FLY LINES and has developed a 

new electronic format for the 

newsletter. Rich Burrows is new to the 

board and will take on the job as web 

site manager. He has already added a 

number of significant improvements 

with more to come and a whole new 

look, all with the blessings of Herb 

Brown who started the site 9 years 

ago. Rich Forfa, also new to the board, 

is an equine practitioner from 

Maryland and will develop an 

emphasis in equine programs. IAFFV 

has hosted 2 equine programs, Snake 

River 08 and Lees Ferry 09, a good 

start. Rich will develop ways to find 

equine veterinarians who fly fish with 

the goal of providing 1 equine 

program a year. The next equine 

program will be Lees Ferry, October 1 

ï 6, 2011.      

 

Minutes from this meeting will be 

available to members on our web site, 

Date         Trip                 Status  Year 
         

April 10-15  Bighorn River, Kingfisher Lodge, Ft. Smith, Montana     2 available 2010 

 

July 2 - 9   Alaska Trophy Trout      Open                 2010 

       

July 29 - Aug 7  Alaska Nushagak River Camp, Bristol Bay, Alaska Open  2010 

     

December 10 ï 18 Patagonia region, Bariloche, Argentina   Open  2010 

 

July 1 - 8   Alaska Trophy Trout     Open  2011 

 

July 29-Aug. 6  Alaska Nushigak River Camp    Open  2011 

 

October 1- 6  Leeôs Ferry, Equine Program    Open  2011 

 

January 22-29  El Pescador in the Salt     Open  2012 

UPCOMING PROGRAMS: 

PRESIDENTôS DRIFT 

MESSAGE 
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but I have two significant issues that 

require attention. One is membership; 

the other is operating costs 

independent of program expenses.  

Membership: 
Currently, we have 104 members 

which is less than we had 3 years ago. 

Renewal notices will be sent out in the 

next 2 weeks and the BOD is 

committed to individually adding 30 

new members in the next 6 months. In 

addition, if each IAAFFV member 

would find just one new member, this 

total would double. That would be 

fantastic and really help our bottom 

line as well.  Donôt forget about those 

who would like to learn the sport, both 

men and women, as most guides we 

have are outstanding fly fishing and fly 

casting instructors.  

 

 

Operations:  
It takes money to run this organization. 

From the Treasurerôs Report, our 

operating expenses were just under 

$8500 in 2009. More than half of that 

amount went to Merchant Fees for 

credit card charges.  There is a $200 

administrative fee added to each 

IAFFV meeting registration fee for 

each participant to help cover these 

expenses, but if the program 

registration fee and memberships are 

paid by credit card, it adds as much as 

much as 4% to the cost. The board 

elected to not increase the 

administrative fee, but we are 

encouraging payment by check instead 

of Visa or MC. The board recognizes 

that paying by credit card is preferred 

by many and we will continue to 

provide this service.  The Association 

must carry liability insurance for 

organizers and officers and accounting 

services, both necessary overhead 

expenses.  Donations would really help 

and are fully deductable.  

 

 

Programs for 2010:   
Registration for Belize was excellent 

with 13 anglers and 7 accompanying 

persons. Bighorn has 14 on the roster 

and has 2 slots open as a pair. The 

Trophy Rainbow program in the 

Bristol Bay region of Alaska has 1 slot 

open and the Nushagak River trip has 3 

openings to make this trip a go. For 

Argentina, 5 slots are open and must 

have 8 total to make it work. 

 

 

Trip Insurance:  
I continue to encourage folks to sign 

up for trip insurance. Available 

coverage covers both travel expenses 

and registration fees for any of our 

programs. The article by Ray Schmidt 

in the Fall IAFFV FLY LINES 

Newsletter of 2007 and on our web 

site. The article should help with 

guidelines to help choose the right 

coverage needed.  For the Belize 

program, we had 4 cancelations with 

fees that were not refundable----and 

not insured---, amounting to more than 

$15,000!  

 

 

With Sadness: 

A death in the family affected two 

veterinarians from Evanston, WY who 

were signed up for their first IAFFV 

program. Dr. Steve Gross and Dr. Pam 

Handly were looking forward to the 

Belize trip and in early December, 

Steve had a car accident that resulted 

in a fatal injury. All of us extend our 

condolences and best wishes to Pam 

and she is hopeful that one day, she 

will be able to make one of these trips. 

For now, she has to provide and care 

for the boys.    

 

 

New Programs: 
One of the IAFFVôs most urgent needs 

is having more members volunteer to 

organize meetings. Anyone who knows 

of fly fishing destinations appropriate 

for our group should contact me. There 

are 2 requirements to begin: 1) an 

organizer should have attended and 

should have full knowledge of the 

proposed destination and 2) an 

organizer must have attended at least 

one IAFFV program. Mechanisms are 

in place to assist organizers with 

guidance to manage these programs. 

Please contact me or any board 

member if you would like to know 

more about this process. These 

programs with active member 

participation are the lifeblood of our 

organization!  

 

My best to everyone and have a great 

2010, 

 

Don 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4 

 

BIGHORN RIVER SPRING 

MEETING  

April 10 ï 15 

Kingfisher Lodge, Fort 

Smith, Montana 

5 Nights Lodging, 4 Days 

Fishing, 14 hrs  

Presented by  

Dr. Steve Birchard, DACVS   

Dr. Mike Willard, DACVIM  

Surgical and Medical 

Approaches to Small Animal  

Gastrointestinal diseases 

$2850  
  

The Big Horn River is proving to be a 

very popular venue for the IAFFV.  

Those who have been participating 

have elected to return.  This is 

understandable, as the programs that 

Dr. Birchard has presented at the last 

two meetings were excellent and very 

well received. This time, he will team 

with Mike Willard. The fishing is 

outstanding with everyone catching 

many large rainbow and brown trout.  

  

Speakers for the 2010 meeting will be 

Dr. Steve Birchard, surgeon from The 

Ohio State University, and Dr. Mike 

Willard, internist from Texas A & M 

University who will share therapeutic 

approaches on Small Animal 

Gastroenterology.  By covering both 

medical and surgical aspects of a 

problem, a new perspective of each 

subject will emerge. 

 

We now have 2 slots open to attend 

due to cancelations. This will 

become a signature IAFFV meeting 

with 2 superb CE speakers and 

fantastic fishing.    
 

 

Contact Walt Weirich: 
wewvet@aol.com; From October 

to May call 520-572-1488;  
7957 West Juniper Shadows 
Way, Tucson, Arizona 8574 

 

 

DRY FLIES AND 

STREAMERS FOR 

TROPHY RAINBOWS 

AND CHAR  
Mid June or 1

st
 week in July, 

2010 

King Salmon and Bristol Bay 

Region, Alaska  

3 nights lodging, 5 nights 

camping, 6 days fishing 

20 hours CE 

$5200 est 

The Bristol Bay region in SW 

Alaska is one of the most outstanding 

locations for trophy Rainbowôs in the 

World. These fish are protected not 

only by seasonal fishing but also by 

restriction of catch and release. Only 

10% of trout in the world are larger 

than 20ò, so imagine catching bows 

and char consistently bigger than 20ò 

with some over 30ò ----on dry flies! 

This process begins following trout 

opener early June and continues into 

       The Bighorn 

  2 spots open 

 

Dr. Michael 

Lemelin 

with  

Monstor   

Brown 

UPCOMING TRIPS  

mailto:wewvet@aol.com
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IAFFV ALASKA SUMMER 

MEETING:  

TROPHY RAINBOWS 

AND ARCTIC CHAR  

Anchorage, King Salmon 

and Fly Out to The River   

5 nights camping, 6 days 

fishing 

July 2 - 8, 2010 

14 hours CE 

Recent Advances on 

Anesthesia and Analgesia 

Donald Sawyer, DVM, PhD, 

ACVA, ABVP  

$4875 

The Bristol Bay region in SW Alaska 

is one of the most outstanding 

locations for trophy Rainbow Trout in 

the World. These fish are protected not 

only by seasonal fishing, but also by 

restriction of catch and release. Only 

10% of trout in the world are larger 

than 20ò, so imagine catching bows 

and char consistently bigger than that 

with some over 30ò ----on streamers 

and mice during mid day! This process 

begins following trout opener early 

June and continues into mid July when 

these fish then target eggs as their food 

source until the spawning process 

ends.  

John Hohl has been a fishing guide for 

13 years and is owner of Alaska Fly 

Anglers that operates out of Soldotna, 

Alaska. A fly fisherman since he was 

8, John pursued his dream of fly 

fishing from an early age. He obtained 

a BS degree from Michigan State 

University in Fisheries Biology in 

2002 to further his knowledge of the 

fish he pursues for a living. With his 

wife Dawn, he has taken this pursuit 

through more than a dozen nations and 

hundreds of localities, always returning 

home to the greatest fishery in the 

world, Alaska. As a guide, biologist 

and pilot, John breathes the fly fishing 

life style.  

The venue is a river in the Bristol Bay 

Region with a maximum of 5 anglers 

plus 3 guides. Travel day will be 

Friday, July 2
nd

, overnight in 

Anchorage and then on to the first 

Alaska Air flight into King Salmon 

Saturday morning. We will fly out to a 

high lake where we start the trip 

downriver in 3 rafts, fishing, camping 

and CE process for 5 nights and 6 

days. All camping gear is provided and 

everyone packs light. On the last day, 

Thursday July 8
th
, we will fly out to 

King Salmon late afternoon in time to 

catch the late Alaska Air flight back to 

Anchorage for connection to flights to 

the lower 48, or remaining overnight 

on your own.   

Most all fishing is by wading, while 

rafts are employed for transport to 

fishing locations along the way and 

rustic camp sites. Dry flies with mouse 

patterns and streamers are the norm 

with each angler set up with a 6 wt for 

dries and an 8 wt for streamers. There 

will be occasions where one will need 

to walk around short obstructions, but 

we have no long portages. Last year, 

the fishing for trophy rainbows was 

phenomenal with most bows in the mid 

to high 20ôs, and the 33ò char was the 

largest John had ever witnessed. Go to 

www.alaskaflyanglers.com and click 

on Phil Stevens with big bow for what 

to expect.        

Total number for this program 
limited to 5.                                                            

$2000 due by April 1st: 
preferably by check made out to 
IAFFV mailed to organizer.  Fee 

includes meals, 5 nights in 
camp, 6 days guided fishing, 
gratuities and 14 hours of CE. 
Not included: Alaska fishing 

license; lodging in Anchorage, 
and air fare. 

For further information, contact 
Dr. Don Sawyer DSESI@aol.com;                            
520/572-6790 (AZ) until end April; 

517/349-0454 (MI)                                                                                               
Trip insurance is highly 

recommended. 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.alaskaflyanglers.com/
mailto:dsesi@aol.com
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Alaska Summer Meeting 

Nushagak River Camp near 

Dillingham 7 nights lodging, 

6.5 days fishing Salmon, 

Grayling, Northern Pike,  

Arctic Char Multimodal 

Methods of Acute and Chronic 

Pain Management  

Presented by Steve Fox MS, 

DVM, MBA, PhD  

July 29 ï August 6, 2010 

$5495  

 
It will be hard to match the success from 

last year with 1800+ silvers for the week, 

but anything is possible. This yearôs 

program is 6.5 days, 7 nights and no fly 

outs from the Nushagak.  This is peak 

time for the Silver Salmon run and there 

will be a variety of different fishing 

experiences including Salmon, Northern 

Pike, Arctic Grayling and Char. 

Depending on conditions, fishing silvers 

on foam dry flies may occur. Arrival into 

Anchorage will be Thursday, July 29
th
. 

Friday morning,
 
we fly to Dillingham on 

Alaska Air and from there, by float plane 

to the camp in time for lunch. The 

schedule includes fishing mornings with 

CE worked into the tide schedule and 

weather each day. Powerboats are used 

for transport to fishing sites less than 15 

minutes from the camp. Last year, we 

were catching silvers right at the camp. 

Guides prepare filets, shrink wrap, 

freeze, and box pack for about 50 lbs of 

fish per person, which is included in the 

registration fee.   

 

The camp is located on native land 

leased and operated by Scott and 

Rosemary Hippe of Vancouver, 

Washington. It is comprised of tent 

cabins on permanent wood platforms 

located on a bluff overlooking the river 

about 30 miles from Dillingham. This is 

a complex of 27 temporary ñbuildingsò 

used for King Salmon fishing June to  

mid July, and includes the kitchen, 

dining room, a number of storage tents, 

walk-in freezer, 2 quiet generators, 

sleeping tent cabins, showers with instant 

hot water, ñlectureò tent, flush toilets and 

wireless internet. This really is in the 

bush but Scott and Rosemary provide a 

very comfortable setting in these cabins 

with sleeping bags, inserts, heater, and 

electrical outlets for recharging cameraôs 

and other necessities. We will be the 

only group in camp as the King Salmon 

run will be finished by the time we 

arrive. You need not be an intermediate 

or advanced fly angler to enjoy this 

experience as the guides are outstanding 

fly casting instructors and 9 ft, 8 wt rods 

are the norm.  

 

John Hohl in his role as owner-outfitter- 

head guide of Alaska Fly Anglers, will 

be joined by his brother Levi, along with 

Scott, Rosemary, Little John and Brent 

of the camp staff. The ñlecture tentò is 

heated, clean and comfortable making 

for good accommodations for CE in the 

bush. Dr. Steve Fox is a master teacher, 

if there was such a title, and he will 

present an outstanding interactive 

program for the group. Meals are 

fantastic, a variety of fishing adventures 

with outstanding guide services will be 

provided and oh yes, flush toilets, hot 

showers and wireless internet. The camp 

does have telephone service but a real 

plus --- no cell phones unless by satellite. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Minimum number for this program 
is 6, max 10. 
Registration fee is based on total.  

$1500 deposit due by April 1: 
preferably by check made out to 
IAFFV and mailed to organizer. 

Balance of payments will be mid 
May and end of June. 

Fee includes 20 hours CE, meals, 
refreshments, 7 nights in camp, 

6.5 days guided fishing, fish 
processing, gratuities. 

 Not included: air fare to 
Dillingham, lodging in Anchorage, 

fishing gear, flies, and fishing 
license. 

For further information, contact 
Dr. Don Sawyer DSESI@aol.com; 
520/572-6790 (AZ); After April 25th, 

517/349-0454 (MI) 
 

Trip insurance is highly 
recommended. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

mailto:dsesi@aol.com
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 IAFFV - Patagonia Winter 

Meeting 

Bariloche, Argentina 

December 10 - 18, 2010 

7 nights lodging, 6 days 

fishing 

20 hours CE 

$4825  
 

Argentina is the eighth largest country 

in the world with more than 38 million 

people. The majority of the population 

resides in 5 cities with Buenos Aires 

and Cordoba being the two largest.  

The country is divided into 4 major 

provinces. Located in the southern part 

of the Andes Mountain region of Latin 

America, the Patagonian portion 

includes the southernmost regions of 

Neuquen, Rio Negro, Chubut, Santa 

Cruz, and Tierra del Fuego. Distance 

of this area spans over 1,250 miles. 

The Patagonian fishing season opens in 

mid-November and closes mid-April.  

The popularity of fly fishing has 

increased in Patagonia and so have the 

number of sport fishing enterprises. 

Schmidt Travel will arrange our 

booking and has been working with 

Esteban Elgutuche, founder and chief 

guide of Fly Maniacs for about 12 

years.  This is the same group that 

hosted us in 2005 and 2009 and they 

will change their format somewhat.  

Instead of travel packages built around 

a featured lodge, Fly Maniacs creates 

an itinerary based on seasonal river 

conditions in order to provide 

exceptional fishing. What we know is 

that for most of the time, we will stay 

at a hotel in Bariloche.  December is 

the best month of the year for 2 major 

reasons: water flows and weather. This 

is beginning of summer and rivers in 

the Bariloche region have good water 

flows due to spring rains. The initial 

plan from Esteban is three days fishing 

out from their usual base in Bariloche 

and a two night float on the Rio 

Caleufu. Usually during that time of 

year, they have many options on where 

to fish and what type of fishing they 

can offer, so that's the easy part. With 

long days on easily wadeable rivers, 

we will experience hatches of caddis 

and mayflies stimulating trout to move 

almost everywhere. IAFFV 

participants will experience peak dry 

fly fishing. In summer, lows range 

between 60 F and 75 F. The weather is 

very moderate and rains are not 

common. 

Program Details 

The speaker and program topic is still 

under development but I should have 

that information together once the trip 

is confirmed. Regarding air travel, it 

would be desirable to arrive at a major 

hub international airport on the east 

coast Friday afternoon, December 10
th
, 

e.g., Atlanta
 
. From there, connect to 

flights that depart mid evening (red-

eye time) with an anticipated arrival in 

Buenos Aires not later than 9:00 AM.  

Flying time to Argentina is about 10 

hours and there are 2 time zone 

differences from EST.   Once we clear 

customs in Buenos Aires, we transfer 

to the domestic airport 45 minutes to 

the west. We will depart early 

afternoon for the flight to San Carlos 

de Bariloche, Patagonia. From there, 

we will be in the hands of Esteban and 

his staff until departure back to Buenos 

Aires December 18
th
. . 

 

Fly Fishing Patagonia 

Trout were first introduced in this area 

in the beginning of the 1900ôs. Wild 

populations of brown, rainbow, and 

brook trout as well as landlocked 

Atlantic salmon originally from 

Sebago Lake, Maine, have reached 

average sizes well above that found 

anywhere else in the world. 

Program Registration includes:   

 20 hours CE approved by RACE, 

AAVSB 

 All meals from arrival to departure 

(including fine local wines, beer 

and soft drinks).  

 All lodging accommodations  

 Catch and release fly fishing only  

 All seasonal special flies  

 Advance pre-trip information  

 Land transfer in Buenos Aires 

 Expert, local bilingual (Spanish-

English) fly-fishing guides  

 Gratuities  

Registration fee does not include: 

 Airfare, airport taxes to 

and from Bariloche 

 Individual fly fishing and 

wading gear  

 Hotel bar and liquor 

expenses  

 Personal phone bills  

 Trip Insurance: 

registration fee and travel 

costs absolutely advised.   

 

Total of 8 required, incl speaker 
and organizer.  

All registrations must be 
received by of April 1st.  

$2000 is due with registration 
preferably by check  

made out to IAFFV and sent to 
Don Sawyer*.   

Second payment is due July 1sr 
with final payment due 

September 30. 
For further information, contact 

Dr. Don Sawyer DSESI@aol.com; 
Until end April, 520/572-6790 

(Arizona) 
Thereafter, 517/349-0454 

(Michigan). 
*If cancellation occurs after 

payment to outfitter, refund of 
the registration  

fee is based on someone else 
filling the vacant slot. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:dsesi@aol.com
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Richards Burrows, DVM 

Website Manager 

 
Please check out the new material and design on 

www.iaffv.org 

 

         
 

Ohio State University 1972 

 

Armed Forces:  5 years serving in USAF: 2 ½ years 

as Base Veterinarian in Klamath Falls, Oregon. 2 ½ 

years as Surgical Specialist, Air Force Military 

Working Dog Center, Kadena Air Force Base, 

Okinawa, Japan. 

 

Private Practice: 1977 to 2007 

 

1980-1992: owned Orchards Pet Hospital, 

Lewiston Idaho 

 

Interests: fishing, horse packing, computers, 

outfitting and guiding for elk and deer 

                        

After ñvettingò the Iditarod (in Alaska) in 1986, my 

wife Kim and I got involved in Sleddogs.  

 

1992-1999: By 1992 we had 50 dogs and had been 

traveling  from Colorado to Manitoba to  Alaska, so 

we moved to Alaska, in a log cabin on the Tanana 

River 30 miles east of Fairbanks, bred our own 

dogs (100+ in the kennel  by then) and raced 

professionally . I placed 5
th
 in the world one year in 

the Open Division of Sprint Racing (running 22  

 

 

dogs in a sprint at speeds up to 30 mph for 25 miles  

for 3 days ï very exciting!), and Kim won the 

World Championship in the 3-dog division. We 

owned and operated Salcha Veterinary Clinic out 

there  in the ñbushò 

 

1999-2010: We purchased Kingman Animal 

Hospital in 1999, then sold it and retired in 2007. In 

retirement  we  own and operate an 18,000 acre 

cattle Ranch in Arizona, raising black Angus desert 

cattle. 

 

Interests in Arizona include bass fishing, fly 

fishing, computer programming, horses, and  team 

roping; 

 

I joined IAFFV in 2006 and have thoroughly loved 

all 5 trips I have been on so far.  Website plans 

include keeping events current, adding large photo 

albums ï LOTS of pictures -  videos, and links to 

Facebook. If you have pictures that you think need 

to be on our site, by all means e-mail them to me! 

 

If you are a fisherman (or fisherwoman), you 

definitely should join IAFFV to enjoy the fishing, 

the personalized CE, and the interactions with new 

friends and colleagues. If your spouse is a 

fisherman, join now so that the 2 of you can share 

these adventures!  

 

Hoping to meet and make many new friends at 

future IAFFV meetings!! 

 

Rich Burrows   

 

      

   

 

 

NEW BOARD MEMBERS 


